
RESOLUTION NO. 06 - 2005 
******************* 

( 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE WEST CHESTER TOWNSHIP 
ZONING RESOLUTION CONCERNING ENFORCEMENT AND SIGNS 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to update enforcement provisions contained within 
the West Chester Zoning Resolution to be consistent with the authority provided in the Ohio Revised 
Code; and, 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to update sign regulations contained within the West 
Chester Zoning Resolution to be consistent with current judicial case law; and, 

WHEREAS, the Butler County Planning Commission and the West Chester Zoning 
Commission considered and recommended approval of proposed text changes to the West Chester 
Township Zoning Resolution designed to accomplish the foregoing in Zoning Case No. Ol-OS; and, 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees on February 22, 200S held a public hearing on the proposed 
text changes contained herein, wherein all interested persons were asked to provide comment to the 
Board. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the West Chester Township Board of Trustees 
does hereby agree to: 

SECTION 1. Adopt the following text changes to the West Chester Township Zoning 
Resolution: 

S.08 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. It shall ee HAlawfHl to No building or land shall be locateg, 
erected, constructed, reconstructed, enlargeg, changeg, maintained, or useg aAY eHilsiAg or laAs Hses 
in violation of the provisions of this Resolution" or ilRY amendment or supplement thereto to this 
Resolution (collectively, "Resolution") adopted by the Board of Township Trustees. Each day's 
continuation of a violation of this Resolution may be deemed a separate offense. Whoever violates 
this Resolution shall be fined not more that five hundred dollars ($SOO.OO) for each offense. AAy 
persoA, firm, or eOFj'loratioA violatiAg allY of tAe prDvisiolls of this ResolHtioll or, all)' amellsmellt or 
sHpplemeAt thereto, shall be seemes guilt)' of a missemeaAor aAs HpOA eOAvietioA tAereof, sAali ee 
fiAes AOt more tRaA OAe RHAsres sollars ($100.00). Eaeh aAs every say suriAg whieh sHeh illegal 
10eatioA, ereetioA, eOAstruetioll, reeoAstruetioA, eAlargemeAt, ehaAge, maiAteAaAee or Hse eOAtiAHes, 
may ee seemes a separate offense. 

S.09 VIOLATIONS - REMEDIES. In case any building or land is or is proposed to be located, erected, 
constructed, reconstructed, enlarged, changed, maintained or used, or allY lalls is or is proposes to be 
tISOEI in violation of tRH; the provisions of this Resolution, or any amendment or supplement thereto 
to this Resolution adopted by the Board of Township Trustees, the Board of Township Trustees, the 
Prosecuting Attorney of Butler County, the Township Planning and Zoning Director, or any adjacent 
or neighboring property owner who would be rspecially damaged by such violations, in addition to 
aH other remedies provided by law, may institute injunction, mandamus, abatement or any other 
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appropriate action or proceedings to prevent, enjoin, abate or remove such unlawful location, 
erection, construction, reconstruction, enlargement, change, maintenance, or use. The Board of 
Township Trustees may employ special counsel to represent it in any proceeding or to prosecute any 
actions brought under this section. 

f)!R SIGN. eLeCTION. A telflllerary sigA wRieR enserses a eaAsisale fer effiee er IlI'BIfleleS aA issue 
wRieR ,,,,ill Be "eleEi ulleA at an effieially sanelioneEi Aatienal, stale, er leeel eleelien. 

9.97 SIGN. NON-COMMERCIAL. A work of art or sign for the expression of a message which is 
political. religious, or pertaining to a point of view, expression, opinion, or idea that contains no 
reference to the endorsement, advertising of. or promotion of patronage of a business, commodity, 
service, entertainment, or attraction that is sold, offered, or existing. 

10.2892 Signs Permitted in All Districts Not Requiring a Zoning Certificate. The following types of 
temporary signs are permitted in all districts provided they comply with the following requirements. 
Such signs shall not require the approval of a Zoning Certificate. 

I. TEMPORARY REAL ESTATE SIGNS--Real estate signs adveltising the sale, rental or lease of 
the premises on which they are maintained, provided: 

a) No such sign shall exceed sixteen (16) square feet in display area and have a maximum of two 
display faces. 

b) All such signs set back a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from any street right-of-way or adjoining 
propelty line and conform to Subsection 10.16, regarding traffic visibility. 

c) No such sign shall exceed six (6) feet in height from grade. 

d) No such sign shall be illuminated in any way. 

e) No more than one (1) sign may be displayed per road frontage of the subject premises. 

2. ELECTION Slm'l An eleelien sigA wRieR ensBl'ses a eansisate fer offiee er flHelfllliS Ie 
iRflHeAee IRe eHteelfle ef aR issHe wRieR will Be voteEi HileR at aA effieially saAetienes eleelien, 
Ilrm'iEieEi: 

2. NON-COMMERCIAL SIGNS. provided: 

a) In any residential district, the Central Business District and in the Olde West Chester Road 
Corridor Overlay District no such sign shall exceed sixteen (16) square feet of display area and 
shall have a maximum of two display faces. In any office, business, agricultural. or industrial 
districts, no such sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in display area nor have more than 
two display faces. 
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b) All such signs shall be located out of the mad street right-of-way BAEll3e IseateEi ten (10) feet 
freFR aAY BEljeiAiAg J3F0J3elty lines and conform with Subsection 10. 16, regarding traffic 
visibility. 

c) No such sign shall exceed six (6) feet in height from grade. 

d) Such signs shall not be se lf-illuminated iA BAy way. unless it is located in a district where 
commercial signs are permitted to be illuminated. 

e) Ne more tRaA eAe (1) sign Illay l3e sisJ3layeEl, J3er iSSl,e er eaRsisate, J3er eAe IUIAEireEi (100) ft. 
ef reaEi [mAtage of tRe sHBjeet J3reFAises. 

f) SileR signs are Ret ereeteEi FRere tilan tilirty (30) Elays J3rier te SHeil eleetisA ans Bre reFAsveEi 
witilin fi\'e (5) says after sais eleetien, 

10.2893 Signs Permitted in All Districts. The fo llowing types of signs are permitted in all districts provided 
that they comply with the following requirements. These signs shall require the issuance of a 
Zoning Certificate. 

I. TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION SIGNS--Construction signs indicating the name of architects, 
engineers, contractors and similar persons or firms involved in the design or construction of a 
structure or project, provided: 

a) No such sign shall exceed sixty-four (64) square feet in display area and have a maximum of two 
display faces. 

b) All such signs shall set back a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from any road right of way or 
adjoining property line, and conform with Subsection 10.16, regarding traffic visibi lity. 

c) No such sign shall exceed ten (10) feet in height. 

d) Such signs shall not be illuminated in any way. 

e) The number of such signs shall be limited to one sign per two hundred (200) feet of frontage of 
the parcel in which the construction is taking place. 

f) Such signs may be erected for a period of sixty (60) days prior to construction and extend 
throughout the construction period. All such signs must be removed upon the issuance of a Final 
Zoning Certificate of Use for the structure or project. 

2. STREET ADDRESS DISPLA YS--Signs displaying the address of a business or property are 
permitted as part of a subdivision identificat ion sign, on-premise ground sign or a wall s ign. Such 
display shall not be calculated as part of the sign display area if less than nine (9) square feet in area. 
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3. ON-SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGNS--Directional signs used in connection with parking or loading 
facilities or similar uses, provided that such signs not exceed four (4) square feet in area, do not 
extend over the street right-of-way, and in no way obstruct or impair the safety of pedestrians or 
motorists. Such signs may contain the logo or identification of the business or use on the premises 
provided it is in conjunction with the directional message. 

Directional signs which contain the name or logo of the business or use of the property in 
conjunction with the directional message that are used as the sole form of freestanding identification 
on the property shall be permitted a maximum of fifteen (15) square feet of display area. A 
maximum of two such signs shall be permitted per parcel. 

4. TEMPORARY SIGNS--Temporary signs for non-profit activities or events, fund raising public 
service events provided: 

a) No such sign shall have a display area exceeding twelve (12) square feet per face, with a 
maximum of two (2) faces. 

b) All such signs set back a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from any street right-of-way or adjoining 
property line and conform to Subsection 10.16, regarding traffic visibility. 

c) No such sign shall exceed six (6) feet in height. 

d) No such sign shall be illuminated in any way. 

e) No more than one (I) sign may be displayed per road frontage of the subject premises. 

f) No such sign shall be of a portable nature which is not affixed to the ground. 

g) Use of such signs shall be limited to a period not to exceed sixty (60) days. 

5. COMMERCIAL SPECIAL MESSAGE SIGNS--Temporary signs for the display of special 
messages, provided: 

a) No such sign shall have a display area exceeding sixteen (16) square feet per face, with a 
maximum of two faces. 

b) All such signs set back a minimum of fifteen (IS) feet from any street right-of-way or adjoining 
property line and conform to Subsection 10.16, regarding traffic visibility. 

c) No such sign shall exceed six (6) feet in height from grade. 

d) No such sign shall be illuminated in any way. 

e) No more than one (I) sign may be displayed per road frontage of the subject premises. 
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17.065 

20.096 
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f) Use of such sign shall be limited to three (3) display periods, not exceeding fourteen (14) days per 
period during each calendar year. 

g) No such sign shall be of a portable nature which is not affixed to the ground. 

h) Special message signs advertising grand openings, going out of business, for hire or other 
promotional events shall be permitted as pennants, banners, and promotional balloons only when 
securely attached to a building or hard board surface and affixed to the ground and subject to Article 
10.2893 #5 a) - g). 

TEMPORARY ELECTION SIG1'IS. Tem(3orary eleetioR sigRs wRieR enderse a eaRdidate for effiee 
er (3remotes an isslle wRieR will Be voted 1I(30R at an offieially saRetioRed eleetioR are (3ermitted iR 
all offiee distriets. Said sigRs sRall Ret reqllire tRe issllaRee of a bOlliRg Certifieate, Bllt sRall Be 
suejeet to tAe follewiRg reqtiirements. 

a) No StieR sigll shall elteeed tRirty twe (32) sqtiare feet ef dis(3la)' area alld shall have a nlaJlimllm 
of t ..... o dis(3lay faees. 

B) All SlieR signs shall set Baek a minimllm of fifteen (15) feet from aRY road right of way or 
aajoilling (3rellerty liRe aRd eonferm witR stiBseetion 10.16, regarding traffie visiBility. 

e) 1'10 StieR sigll shall e*eeed fellr (4) feet in heigRt frem grade. 

d) No slIeh sign shall Be illllminateEl in any ' .... ay. 

e) No more than ene (I) sign shall Be dis(3layed (3er isslle er eandidate (3er one hllndred (100) feet ef 
read frontage of the sllejeet (3remises. 

f) SlieR signs are net ereeted more than tRirty (30) days Ilrier to SlieR eleetion and are to Be removed 
"'/ithin five (5) days after said eleetioR. 

TEMPORARY ELECTI01'I SIGN. Tem(3orary eleetion siglls whieh eRdorse a eaRElidate fer effiee 
or (3romote an isslle whieR will Be veted II1l0n at an offieially saRetioneEl eleetieR are (3ermitted in all 
effiee distriets. Said sigRs shall Rot reqllire tRe issllanee of a bORiRg Certifieate, But shall Be suejeet 
to the fellowiRg requiremeRts: 

a) No SlieR sign shall elteeed tRirty twe (32) square feet of dis(3lay area and shall Rave a ma*imllm 
of two dis(3lay faees. 

B) All StieR signs sRall set Baek a minimHm effifteen (15) feet frem any read rigRt ef way er 
aEljeining (3re(3erty liRe and eon ferAl with SHBseetieR 10.16, regarding traffie visiBility. 

e) Ne SlieR sign shall e}(eeed feur (4) feet iR height frem grade. 

d) Ne sueh sigR sRall Be illHminated in aRY way. 
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e1 No more than one (11 sign shall ee BisjllayeEl jler isslle or eanEliElate jler oAe hllAElreEl (1001 feet of 
roaEl froAtage of the sllBjeet jlremises. 

f) Slleh signs are AOt erecteEl more thall thirty (301 Elays jlrior to slleh electioll anEl are to ee remoYes 
'""ithin five (51 says after sais eleetioA. 

TEMPORARY ELECTION SIGNS. Telfljlorary electioA SigAS ..... hich eAElorse a eanEliElate far offiee 
or jlromote all isslle ·.yhich will ee yoteslljloll at all officially saAetioAeEl electioA are jlermitteEl iA all 
inBllstrial sistricts. SaiEl signs shall AOt reEjllire the issllance of a ZoniAg Certifieate. I,mt shall ee 
sllBject to the fallowing reEjuirements. 

a1 ~Io slleh sign shall eJ,ceeEl thirty t ..... o (321 sEjllere feet of Elisjllay area aAEI shall have a maJ,imtim 
of t ..... o Elisjllay faces. 

e1 All stich signs shall set eaek a miAimllm of fifteen (151 feet from aA)' roaEl right of way or 
aEljoining jlrojlerty line anEl con farm with Stleseetion 10.16. regarEling traffic \'isieility. 

e1 No such sign shall exceeEl fatlr (41 feet in height from graEle. 

S1 ~Io Stich sigA shall ee iliulfliAateEl iA lin)' • .... ay. 

e1 No more than one (11 sign shall ee Elisjl layeEl jler issue or canElisate per one htiAElreEl (100) feet of 
roes froAtage of the suBject premises. 

f) Such signs are AOt ereetes more thaA thirty (301 Elays prior to such election aAEI are to ee removeEl 
within fiye (51 Elays after saiEl eleetioA. 

Adopted this __ -'!8"'th'----__ day of __ --"'M"'a""'rc"-'h"---_~, 2005. 

eorge Lang. Vice Presi ent 

(!~, 9dfnt, , 
Catherine Stoker. Trustee 
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¥/57 eslNo 

Yes INa 

YES 
Yes INa 



ATTEST: 

~7u~~ 
Patricia Williams, Township Clerk 

APP.JWVE~ TO FORM: 

"?'ifLL1cra~:~~ 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

_F:.:e~b~r-"u"al'..,l·y--,2~2:!.,-=2c:::O~OS=--________ First Reading 
Date 

________________ Emergency Reading 
Date 

....;M=a"'rc"'h:.:8"',~2"'0:::0:.:::S _ _________ Second Reading 
Date 

....;M=a"'rc~h~14:..,-'-2~0~0:.:::S~J~0~U1~·n~a~1 .:.:N:::e:.::w~s _____ First Publication 
Date and Newspaper (After Approval) 
March 17, 2005 Pulse Journal 

....;M::..:.:a"'rc"'h:...:2=-101,...:2"'0"'0.::S-=:J.:::o.:::U1:..:.·n:.::a::...1 ::...N:.::e..:;w"'s_____ Second Pu b I icati on 
Date and Newspaper (After Approval) 
March 24, 2005 Pulse Journal 

4J;;;;~ ~ Jt..a;,.., (-1, .d o .J Certificate of Publication 
Clerk Signature & Date 
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