


Record of Proceedings:		                           April 23, 2024  
West Chester Township Board of Trustees - Regular Meeting	
  
Convene:  Chairperson Wong convened the meeting at 5:00 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Roll Call: Mr. Wong, Mr. Welch, and Mrs. Becker responded.   
Pledge of Allegiance: Repeated by those present.

MOTION made at 5:02 p.m. by Mrs. Becker, seconded by Mr. Welch, to recess the Regular meeting and go into Executive Session with legal counsel for the purpose of: Conference with  an attorney for the Township concerning disputes involving the Township that are the subject    of pending or imminent court action. O.R.C. 121.22(G)(3).  Discussion: none.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Wong said the Board would return to adjourn the Executive Session and to resume the Regular meeting. Mr. Wong declared the meeting in recess.

Post Executive Session/ Adjournment 

MOTION made at 6:01 p.m. by Mr. Welch to adjourn the Executive Session and resume the Regular meeting, seconded by Mrs. Becker.  Discussion:  none.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Citizen’s Comments 

Jim Lewis, 6969 Forest View Court, advocated that the Trustees adopt a resolution declaring West Chester Township a Constitutional Township, noting the purpose for government, and adding that the U.S. Supreme Court has upheld the constitutionality of Constitutional Townships.

Charis Peterson, 7324 N. Pisgah Drive, supported Mr. Lewis’s proposal, saying it would protect citizens from oppressive government.

Gerry Dzikowski, 6929 Driftwood Drive, asked the Board to consider how law and order under  a moral system benefits a community, and asked that it support the proposed resolution.

Presentations

There were no presentations.

Personnel Items       

There were no personnel items.

Action Items – For Approval by Motion

MOTION made by Mrs. Becker, seconded by Mr. Welch, to approve the Trustee Meeting Minutes for April 9, 2024.  Discussion: none.  Motion carried unanimously. 
MOTION made by Mr. Welch, seconded by Mrs. Becker, to approve payment of bills - April 1, 2024 through April 12, 2024.  Discussion: none.  Motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Burks submitted the following requisitions greater than $7,500:

3. CIT             $29,844.20 Nuspire Corporation - Renew annual antivirus software license 
                                          and firewall support and management 
4. CIT             $10,866.07 CentralSquare Technologies LLC - Purchase CAD interface to
                                           Locution Automated Dispatch (CIP 1887) 
5. CIT             $10,230.00 Vercom Systems, Inc. - Renew annual support for Township VOIP
                                           phone system 
6. Police          $51,438.00 McCluskey Chevrolet, Inc. - Purchase one 2024 Chevrolet Tahoe 
                                           (CIP 1586) 
7. Police          $31,259.80 Tri-State Public Safety - Purchase and install equipment to outfit 
                                           one K9 police vehicle (CIP 1586) 
8. Services  $2,361,109.23 Barrett Paving Materials, Inc. - Approve paving application for 2024
                                           (CIP 1610 & 1594)

Requisitions – Greater than $7,500.00

MOTION made by Mrs. Becker, seconded by Mr. Welch, to approve payment of requisitions    3 through 8.  Discussion:  Mr. Burks responded to Trustee questions about Item #8, saying the paving schedule will be on the township website.  Motion carried unanimously.

Business Items

MOTION made by Mr. Welch, seconded by Mrs. Becker, to advertise Request for Proposals  for Strategic Plan Development.  Discussion: none.  Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION to approve Assignment and Assumption of Lease Agreement between West Chester Township Board of Trustees and Submarine Cincinnati Memorial Association; and, authorize Township Administrator to make non-substantive changes with Law Director approval and execute said agreement.  Discussion: (Fiscal Officer Note: Assistant Administrator Brown addressed the Board on the matter prior to a Motion on the item regarding the terms of the agreement. A video from the SDMA was also presented.)  Mr. Welsh expressed his whole-hearted support for the Submarine Cincinnati Memorial.  Proposal carried unanimously.

MOTION made by Mrs. Becker, seconded by Mr. Welch, to approve contract between West Chester Township Board of Trustees and Locutions Systems, Inc. for purchase and installation  of Automated Voice Dispatch Systems not to exceed $159,393.00; and, authorize Township Administrator to make non-substantive changes with Law Director approval and execute said contract (CIP 1887).  Discussion: (Fiscal Officer Note: Communications & IT Director Dick addressed the Board following a Board Motion, but prior to Board Discussion, regarding the functionality of the system.) none.  Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION made by Mr. Welch, seconded by Mrs. Becker, to approve inter-agency agreement between West Chester Township Board of Trustees and MetroParks of Butler County for the production of Taps, Tastes, and Tunes and Fourth of July Fireworks; and, authorize Township Administrator to make non-substantive changes with Law Director approval and execute said agreement.  Discussion: none.  Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION made by Mrs. Becker, seconded by Mr. Welch, to approve license agreement between West Chester Township Board of Trustees and Coldiron Events LLC for the presentation of Taps, Tastes and Tunes on Township-owned property at 8070 Tylersville Road; and, authorize Township Administrator to make non-substantive changes with Law Director approval and execute said agreement.   Discussion: Mrs. Becker noted this event is held over July 4th.  Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION made by Mr. Welch, seconded by Mrs. Becker, to approve contract between West Chester Township Board of Trustees and Rozzi, Inc. for presentation of Fourth of July Fireworks not to exceed $20,000.00; and, authorize Township Administrator to make non-substantive changes with Law Director approval and execute said contract.   Discussion: none.  Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION made by Mrs. Becker, seconded by Mr. Welch, to approve service agreement between West Chester Township Board of Trustees and Pavement Management Group to provide baseline inspection of township roadways not to exceed $63,525.00; and, authorize Township Administrator to make non-substantive changes with Law Director approval and execute said agreement (CIP # 1975).  Discussion: none.  Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION made by Mr. Welch, seconded by Mrs. Becker, to approve Statutory Resolution     19-2024 declaring surplus items for disposal.  Discussion: none.  Motion carried unanimously.

First Reading of Resolutions & Reading of Emergency Resolutions

There were no first readings of resolutions or readings of emergency resolutions.

Citizen’s Comments

There were no citizen’s comments. 
 
Second Reading & Vote on Pending Resolutions & Vote on Emergency Resolutions

There was no Second Reading & vote on pending resolutions & vote on emergency resolutions.

Discussion Items & Elected Official Comments  

Mrs. Becker, responding to a citizen’s comment that the Flock cameras use facial recognition, said they identify license plates only; no facial recognition.  Chief Herzog then addressed the Board regarding the Flock cameras, how they operate, and their numerous successes in solving crimes and locating missing persons.  
Mr. Welch asked Chief Herzog if the FBI or DOJ could assert how the cameras would be used and the Chief said they could not, adding that they would have the backbone to tell the FBI and DOJ that they didn’t have such authority.  Mr. Welch also commented at length expressing his distrust for our Federal government and support for a resolution declaring West Chester Township a Constitutional Township.  Mr. Welch also commented at length on the increase       in assessments the Miami Conservancy District is proposing for properties in Hamilton, saying the proposal could bankrupt the city of Hamilton, adding the Board should make a resolution supporting the City of Hamilton in its fight against the proposed increase.  He noted the existing dams have been successful in preventing flooding and questioned why the need for the huge increases. Lastly, Mr. Welch asked Administrator Burks if they could create a parks endowment fund.  Mrs. Becker interjected regarding the Miami Conservancy assessment increase that everything needs to be replaced eventually.  
Mrs. Becker expressed her support for a moratorium on the Miami Conservancy assessment.  She also commented on the proposal from the citizens that the Board adopt a resolution for         a Constitutional Township by saying they already took an oath the protect and defend the constitution, and she questioned when is the Board expected to interpose on a matter in which some residents believe their constitutional rights have been violated, expressing several hypothetical questions.  She said she didn’t believe their role is to be a Supreme Court Justice.  Rather, she stated what she believed her role was to protect small government, adding that she was not in favor of such a resolution.  Mr. Welsh interjected additional reasons why he supports such a resolution.
Mr. Jones expressed his support for a resolution supporting the City of Hamilton’s opposition    to the significant increase in Miami Conservancy assessments.  He said West Chester residents do have a stake in the matter because we share county property levies with Hamilton and our property taxes would increase, though marginally, if Hamilton suffers decreased property values.
Mr. Jones said he supports a resolution declaring West Chester Township a Constitutional Township in order to reign in power to the local level, suggesting there are abuses at the Federal level.
Mr. Wong said he’s served in the military and has taken the oath to support the constitution five times.  He said he takes care of local issues as a trustee and has no control over the federal government.
Mr. Burks thanked the promoters and contributors of the USS Cincinnati project.  He also expressed his appreciation for citizen input.
Mr. Welch and Mrs. Becker continued the discussion about adopting a resolution declaring   West Chester Township a Constitutional Township.  Mr. Welch was in favor of adopting, and Mrs. Becker and Mr. Wong withheld support for adopting.               

Adjournment

MOTION made at 7:19 p.m. by Mrs. Becker, seconded by Mr. Welch, to adjourn the April 24th Regular meeting.  Discussion:  none.  Motion carried unanimously.  


 Respectfully Submitted,				Approved,

_____________________________		 	____________________________
Bruce Jones, Fiscal Officer                              	Lee Wong, Chairperson
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